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This book is not written as a cure-all for all the evils that pos- 
sess society, but furnishes many suggestions which will be found of 
great value in educating the child so that he may develop into a 
useful member of the future race. A. G. Willey. 



The Silver on the Iron Cross. By James I. Vance, D.D., Nashville, 
Tenn. New York: Fleming H. Revell. 1918. 

Dr. Vance, the distinguished divine, has given in this, his lat- 
est book, a very readable and inspiring account of his experiences 
in overseas service with the American Expeditionary Forces. 
The general theme of the work is clearly set forth in the follow- 
ing lines of the Foreword : — 

"The Hun's war cross is made of iron, but he has edged 
this iron cross with silver. The iron of the cross is still iron 
and the silver remains silver ; but the iron and the silver touch 
each other in the iron cross, as a bar of sunshine sometimes 
touches the edge of a storm cloud. 

"Thus is it with war. There is a silver edge to its iron 
cross. Amid all the unspeakable horrors of the World War 
there may be discovered by the eye that looks for the in- 
visible, blessings that are imperishable and a glory which 
war-clouds cannot dim." 

Through the succeeding chapters, with their vividly pictured 
scenes, the author's purpose has not been to give a detailed ac- 
count of his movements, or statistical matter with regard to war- 
work activities. He has endeavored, rather, to present a suc- 
cession of interesting scenes, and to find in these the suggestion 
for an inspiring spiritual message from the field of war. The 
book is tonic in its effect. Its optimistic tone, its deep spirit- 
uality, its fine tenderness, coupled with splendid manliness, and 
its clear-sighted vision of the great and eternal verities of the 
life of the spirit, make it a book of vital truth and helpfulness 
in this period of world-wide recovery from the horrors and the 
burdens of war. 

It is a book of dominant religious feeling, but a book so wise 
and human in its presentation that it must find acceptance with 
every reader who responds to the touch of genuine feeling. 
Whether the author is sketching scenes upon the Rhine, glimpses 
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of the shattered Soissons area, moments by the graves of fallen 
Americans, or hours of solemnity or of cheer spent with the 
hardy doughboy, — all is pervaded with the tone of fine reflection 
and an undaunted faith in the ultimate victory of the right. 
Without a note of cant, the religious life of the soldier is 
shown in all its manly strength and dignity, and even its rough 
and homely simplicity. No one who reads the book can lay it 
down without a finer faith in the things that are "unseen, but 
eternal." 

The author looks beyond the narrow limits of national feeling 
and prejudice, and in the application of pure and vital religion 
to the problems of men sees the only means that can permanently 
mend a broken world, and thus secure the worthy and enduring 
type of internationalism which selfish commercialism, racial 
strife, and cunning diplomacy can never establish. 

Robert C. Beale. 

Light. By Henri Barbusse. Translated by Fitzwater Wray. New York: 
E. P. Dutton & Co. 

The author of Under Fire would have done better to call the 
book under consideration Darkness rather than Light, for, as 
he says somewhere in it, it plunges us into a veritable night 
of foul dreams, of stress of soul, of dark imaginings in its perusal. 

But is the world of Light the world of the poilu? Has Mr. 
Barbusse given ns a true account of the workings of the souls of 
the men who fought the Hun for France ? Has he not rather 
given us a poilu draped in the sombre garments of his own de- 
structive pessimism? 

This is not the place to take issue with Mr. Barbusse in re- 
gard to his political views in so far as they are his. It is possi- 
ble that he may see hope for humanity in the dismal policy of 
destruction which he sets forth. He has, therefore a perfect 
right to print his views, but he should be careful to present them 
as his own, and he must not in the name of literature present 
them as emanations from the souls of the men of France. When 
it has been said that " Literature is Life," it has been meant that 
literature shows us men thinking and feeling and acting truly, 
that is, in accordance with the thoughts and feelings and acts of 
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